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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thank you for joining us our second blockbuster of the 2006-2007 season, Chicago.  
I am extremely proud to both perform in the show and be part of the production 
team.  Michael, Angela and Brian have infused this incredible cast, band and crew 
with their passion for the book, chorey, and music.  The result is a dazzling, show 
full of Murder, Music, Manipulation and “All That Jazz”.   

Over the last 19 years, FRC has entertained many thousands of theater lovers, just 
like you.  We hope you enjoy this show as much as we love bringing it to the stage.  
Our actors, musicians, stage management, production team and our extensive 
volunteer support staff are all key components of our theater, but without your 
continued support, all their hard work would be in vain.  I applaud and thank you.    

Les Sorenson 
President - Front Row Centre Players 

Thank you to our Men’s Apparel sponsor: 

2



DIRECTOR’S NOTES

When it was confirmed that FRC was going to allow me to 
direct Chicago, I was thrilled and not a little worried.  After 
all, it had just been made into an Oscar winning movie!!!  My 
first decision? Period piece or Bab Fosse… Easy answer!! I 
had amazing dancers!  Bob Fosse it was. I wanted this show 
to look more like the Broadway Revival in both feel and look – 
to that end, it was my decision to have much of the cast in 
more modern clothing and hair – My apologies to Frank!!!  

Once I had my production team in place, it was a matter of 
all of us agreeing on what we wanted the show to look and feel like. I didn’t want to 
have a full blown set and full costumes (there are over 25 different speaking parts)  
as much as I wanted to create an atmosphere of ‘all that jazz’ – liquour, dancing, 
sex, greed…all the finer things in 20’s Chicago! We wanted to have the audience 
experience a night club where a great show just happens to be going on. Because so 
much of this story is told through music, I wanted to have my band on display – as 
one would expect to see in Chicago in the late 1920’s.  The cast is there to watch 
the band and the story play out just like the rest of us.  

I can’t thank my cast and crew enough for the hard work and sacrifice they’ve 
made since we started rehearsing this show. It’s been a sleep deprived journey, but 
a great journey none the less.  

Les – Thank you for keeping the details, and me, organized and sane.   
Ron - for the countless hours taping the choreography for our cast.  
Angela – Twin babies at home, choreographing a Bob Fosse classic, and 
taking a principle role…I don't how you do it!  
Wilma and Brian – I can't thank both of you enough for the great sound 
you've created from our collection of people.  
Jodi - as dance captain, you were demanding and unflinching – thank you for 
your efforts and your professionalism.
Janos – You stepped in and helped out in more ways that you probably 
realize. Thanks for your dedication and organization (and playing the part 
of just about everyone in the show during rehearsals!) 
To my cast – Thank you all for allowing me to fulfill a dream.  
To Robin and Alex - Robin, thank you again for supporting my theatre 
indulgences. Alex! Welcome home buddy.   
This show has been a great experience for me, and I certainly hope my 
cast and crew have enjoyed it as much as I have.    

Enjoy the Razzle Dazzle. 

Michael Brown, Director 
January, 2007. 
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Directed by Michael Brown 

Show Synopsis
Murderesses Velma Kelly (a chanteuse and tease who 
killed her husband and sister after finding them in bed 
together) and Roxie Hart (Who killed her boyfriend when 
she discovered he wasn't going to make her a star) find 
themselves on death row together and fight for the fame 
that will keep them from the gallows in 1920s Chicago. 
Featured songs include “All that Jazz”, “When You’re 
good to Mama”, "Cell Block Tango" and “Mr Cellophane”. 

“Chicago!” is presented with special permissions through Samuel French 
Canada
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SONG SYNOPSIS
Time: Chicago Illinois, the Late 1920’s 

Warning:  We are using gunshot sound effects in the show 

ACT ONE
1: Overture – Band and Company
2: All That Jazz – Velma and Company 
3: Funny Honey - Roxie 
4: Cell Block Tango – Velma and the Girls 
5: When You’re Good to Mama – Matron 
6: A Tap Dance – Band and Girls 
7: All I Care About – Billy and Girls 
8: A Little Bit of Good – Mary Sunshine 
9: We Both Reached for the Gun – Billy, Roxie, Mary Sunshine and Company 

10: Roxie – Roxie and Boys
11: I Can’t Do It Alone – Velma
12: Chicago After Midnight – Band
13: My Own Best Friend – Roxie and Velma

There will be a 20 minute intermission between ACTS 1 and 2 

ACT TWO
14: Entre-Act - Band 
15: I Know A Girl – Velma
16: Me and My Baby – Roxie and Boys  
17: Mister Cellophane - Amos 
18: When Velma Takes the Stand – Velma and Boys 
19: Razzle Dazzle – Billy and Company
20: Class – Velma and Matron 
21: Nowadays – Roxie
22: Nowadays / Hot Honey Rag – Roxie and Velma

Thanks to our Media Sponsors 
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MURDERER’S ROW

Roxie Hart Jenifer Pope 
Velma Kelly Angela Woodard 
Billy Flynn Carman Portelli 
Matron Mama Morton Janelle Cooper 
Amos Hart Gary Silberg 
Mary Sunshine Janice Eaton 
Roxie Hart - Understudy Ashlyn Peneycad 
Velma Kelly - Understudy Natasha "Nikki" Barran
Hunyak - Understudy Andrea Gleason 
June - Understudy Abby-Lynn Knorr 

CELL BLOCK TANGO GIRLS
Dancer / Go To Hell Kitty Janie Fontaine-Maltais 
Dancer / Hunyak U.S. Andrea Gleason 
Dancer / Mona Jodi Harrison 
Dancer / June U.S. Abby-Lynn Knorr 
Liz Julia Maxwell 
Annie Ainsley Wiswell 
June / Roxie U.S. Ashlyn Peneycad 
Hunyak / Velma U.S. Natasha "Nikki" Barran 

ROXIE’S BOYS
Aaron / Harry / Dancer Jarrod Lakey 
Baliff / Dancer Alex Plouffe 
Fred Casely Francis Lee 
Sgt Fogarty / Judge Gregor Schoenberg 
Harrison Les Sorenson 
Best Boy /Dolly Grip Janos Zeller 

Did you like what you experienced here today?   
Nominate us for a CAT Award! 

2007 Calgary Community Theatre Awards 
The third annual Calgary-ACTS CAT awards in 2006 were a resounding 

success. Now, your opinion counts in 2007 
Vote for your favorite performances of the 2006-2007 season online at: 

http://www.calgary-acts.com/
6



MURDERER’S ROW
Jenifer Pope (Roxie Hart) 
Jenifer is a graduate of the Canadian College of Performing Arts in Victoria.  She is 
proud that she is almost finished her B.A. in General Studies at the U of C. Hallelujah!  
Her favorite credits include: Little Shop of Horrors, 3G Productions, Victoria, BC; Hey 
Bully Bully, Story Theatre Company, Victoria, BC; and Lend Me a Tenor, Morpheus 
Theatre, Calgary.  This is heaven…where else can you get away with murder?!  My 
gratitude towards the cast and crew is overwhelming.  What a fabulous group of people!  
I am very thankful to you the audience, because without you there is no theatre!  May 
you enjoy the journey into the luscious hell that is Chicago as much as we have. 

Angela Woodard (Velma Kelly) 
Number of months spent working on this show-9.  
Number of days spent choreographing this show- can't remember.  
Number of family members who thought I was nertz doing this-6. 
Number of dinners my husband ate alone-107.  
Number of mornings I've slept in- zero (thanks to my twins).  
Number of times I've actually remembered my own choreography-PRICELESS!!!!  Enjoy 
the show. 

Carman Portelli (Billy Flynn) 
Carman performed in several shows while living in Europe before beginning the Calgary 
circuit with FRC's Man of La Mancha in 2005.  He has also played in Pippin, Iolanthe, 
Into the Woods and High School Reunion. Most recently he has been seen getting 
married (several times!) in Tony and Tina's wedding.  Though he loves teaching junior 
high math, he is thankful for the creativity the theatre brings to his life.  In a word 
though, "all he cares about is love..." 

Janelle Cooper (Matron Mama Morton) 
Janelle LaToya Cooper is a recent graduate the U of C, receiving her BFA in Drama.  
Since, she has been splitting her extra hours between as part-time as an actor in 
Calgary and as a Youth Team Leader for Child and Youth Friendly Calgary, This is 
Janelle’s first show with FRC,, and she is appreciative for the fabulous opportunity and 
experience.  Janelle will next appear in the Vagina Monologues (Max Bell Theatre in 
March) as well as a new national campaign for FEMA.  Janelle thanks her boyfriend of 4 
years, Blaine Machan, for his relentless support, patience and love. As well, she thanks 
her mother for constantly inspiring her to work hard and to never give up on her dreams. 

Gary Silberg (Amos Hart) 
Gary is thrilled to be making his first appearance with Front Row Centre.  He has 
performed in numerous musical theatre productions in Toronto, including Kiss Me Kate, 
Guys and Dolls, The Boyfriend, and Hello, Dolly.  In Calgary, Gary has appeared with 
Storybook Theatre in Oliver, and with Beth Israel Players in Fiddler on the Roof, the 
Pajama Game, They’re Playing Our Song, and Camelot. 

Janice Eaton (Mary Sunshine)  
Wow! What an experience this has been. I’m very excited to be a part of this show, and 
everyone has been really wonderful! The highest notes I’ve ever hit have usually been in 
the shower, so it’s really exciting to be doing this for the first time in front of 
everyone. Great, now I’m going to be all nervous! I’d like to thank my Mom and my Dad 
and my brother for all the support and encouragement that they’ve given me. I wouldn’t 
be doing this if it wasn’t for you. I hope you all enjoy the show! 
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CELL BLOCK TANGO GIRLS
Janie Fontaine-Maltais (Dancer / Go To Hell Kitty) 
From an ocean to another, Janie has moved to Calgary to abandon Moliere and 
be inspired instead by Shakespeare's language. As a dancer and a furious 
Go-To-Hell Kitty, she plays in her first English Musical Comedy and gives 
all her energy and her voice to recreate the 1920s Chicago atmosphere. The 
pianist, dancer, actor and choir member in her all come out to follow the 
arts path that brings light to her life. She hopes to be involved in other 
Broadway's style shows. 

Andrea Gleason (Dancer / Hunyak U.S.) 
Andrea has been dancing since she was a tiny tot, maybe 3 or 4.   She trained at the 
Royal Conservatory of Ballet in Red Deer, playing such roles as "Clara" in the 
Nutcracker and an "Ugly Stepsister" in Cinderella.  She went on to complete a diploma 
of dance at Grant MacEwan college and a minor in dance at the University of Calgary.  
She is currently a member of the Emerald Fire dance troupe, often seen performing at 
pubs, music festivals, and other events around Calgary.  She is pleased to be 
presenting her skin… ahem “talents” along with the splendiferous cast of Chicago. 

Jodi Harrison (Mona / Dance Captain) 
From Cinderella to Cell Block Tango Murderer, Jodi has portrayed a variety of 
characters throughout her years of performing in Winnipeg and Calgary.  In 2005, 
Jodi won the CAT Award for Best Choreography for ‘A Chorus Line’ and has 
contributed the choreography for “Razzle Dazzle” to our show, 

Abby-Lynn Knorr (Dancer / June U.S.) 
Abby is currently from Calgary, but being born to Gypsy parents it's possible that 
she's lived in the same place you grew up in.  Abby finds escape from the the crushing 
suffocation of everyday life through singing, dancing, acting and generally risking any 
and all dignity that was ever imparted to her from her mother. Abby adores all her 
cast-mates and hopes to work with them again in other plays about murder, greed, 
corruption, adultery and treachery.  She hopes you enjoy the show! 

Julia Maxwell (Liz) 
Theatre experience with FRC / Storybook Theatre: Marta in The Sound of Music 
(FRC), Lucy in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe (ST), Mayor of the Munchkins 
in The Wizard of Oz (ST), Annie in Annie (ST), Diana Barry in Anne of Green Gables 
(ST). High school: Fairy Godmother in Cinderella, Rafiki in The Lion King, Sandra Dee in 
Grease, The Muse in Hercules, Anita in West Side Story, Jess in Playing with Angels 
and Punkin in Paper Thin. Other: Rachel in Moondance Alexander, a feature film 
starring Don Johnson, Lori Loughin and Sasha Cohen; Lauren Wheeler in Don’t Cry Now, 
a TV movie starring Leslie Hope and Jason Priestley, set to air June 17.  

Ainsley Wiswell (Annie) 
This is Ainsley's debut with Front Row Center and she is so excited to be in 
the production of Chicago as a prison ho. She is beginning to feel a little 
type cast as her other role in recent community theatre was 'Val' (Tits and Ass) in A 
Chorus Line with Cappacino Musical Theatre.  Last year Ainsley won Kiwanis Provincials 
in musical theatre and since then has gained the confidence to be on the stage again 
and apparently bare all!



CELL BLOCK TANGO GIRLS CONTINUED…
Ashlyn Peneycad (June / Roxie U.S.) 
Ashlyn is thrilled to come out of a 7-year retirement to shake what her momma gave 
her for this production of Chicago. Though Ashlyn has been in many musicals 
throughout her youth, the roles that she plays here give her a whole new level of 
'exposure'. (Sorry, Mom and Dad). Ashlyn dedicates this and every performance to 
her favorite sister Andrea. She would like to thank her boyfriend Brad for supporting 
the idea of her dancing onstage in her underwear and putting up with all that singing in 
the shower! 

Natasha "Nikki" Barran (Hunyak / Velma U.S.) 
Nikki is tickled pink to be part of Chicago! She has been performing in musicals 
and plays for around 15 years, and has a BFA from the University of Calgary. She can 
honestly say that this is one of the most fun shows she has ever done! 
Exciting choreography, great music, intriguing scene work, wonderful costumes...who 
could ask for anything more? Maybe a few more pieces of clothing?.....nah! Thanks to 
Michael for this opportunity! Oh, and the copious 
amounts of chocolate ;) 
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ROXIE’S BOYS
Jarod Lakey (Aaron / Harry / Dancer) 
This fun-loving 26 year old Scorpio likes taking long walks, and reading poetry…  
Oops! Not THAT kind of bio… 
Jarrod joined the cast of Chicago as a dancer and member of the chorus. Since moving 
to Calgary in 2000, Jarrod’s dance resume includes involvement in the U of C’s “Dance 
Montage” for 2004 and 2005. As a member of Silver Fever Productions, Jarrod has also 
danced in events for AIDS Awareness, and the West Jet. Being involved in Chicago has 
awakened his love of musical theatre, and he looks forward to involvement in future 
productions. 

Alex Plouffe (Baliff / Dancer) 
After a courageous comeback following a grueling period in rehab, and doing a little time 
on the "inside" when Alex's career hit rock bottom, he is thrilled to be back in the local 
theatre scene, before heading back to Broadway to revise his role as 'Lead Body Double' 
in the smash hit production "Heather Does Central: The Musical." Alex hopes to one day 
pursue a career in doing some doctoring stuff, and would like to thank his fan base for all 
their support. (Free Tibet [RK])  

Francis Lee (Fred Casely) 
It can be said that an actor's life is not measured by the time that passes, but rather by 
the roles that are bestowed upon us. Playing Fred Casely has given me the extraordinary 
gift of portraying a death by gunshot, frolicking on a bed with beautiful women and of 
course the single most nourishing stage experience...doing jazz hands. It is this profound 
theatrical juxtaposition of those experiences that has left my thespian soul begging only 
one question. What is there left to do? Nothing...I fear. 

Gregor Schoenberg (Sgt Fogarty / Judge) 
Thanks and love to Heather, Geoffrey, and Katie for their support, love, and 
encouragement of this guy who refuses to grow up.  Much respect to this amazing cast!  
It is a privilege to share the stage with all of you.  Previous credits include Narnia, 
Return to Narnia, Jesus Christ Superstar, The Wiz, Children of Eden, Scrooge, Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Carmen, Turandot, The Gondoliers, HMS 
Pinafore, and Trial by Jury.. 

Les Sorenson (Harrison) 
This is Les’ 6th show performing with FRC (Kiss Me Kate, A New Brain, Man of La Mancha 
and Leader of the Pack, Oklahoma!).  Les is also Chicago’s Producer and has produced 3 
other FRC shows (Pippin, Leader of the Pack and Hair) plus is the current President of 
FRC.  Wow! what a wild ride in just 2 short years. Thanks to Michael, Angela, Brian and 
the cast for making Chicago the most fun yet!  Special Thanks to all the volunteers that 
make it possible for me to spend6 months surrounded by these lovely people. 

Janos Zeller (Best Boy / Dolly Grip) 
It all started with a little part in “Guys & Dolls” and now, 4 years later, “Chicago” is his 
16th production. Previous credits with Front Row Centre have been “My Fair Lady”, 
“Pippin” and “Leader of the Pack”. Previous Stage Managing credits include “Plaza Suite” 
with Morpheus Theatre, “Dessert Songs” for Cappuccino Singers, “The Prisoner’s Dilemma 
Series” with Hidden Insanity, and “Shirley Valentine” with Broad Minds. He would like to 
thank Michael for bringing him aboard, as this has been one of the best shows so far for 
him; due in no small part to the fact that the majority of the female cast are dancing 
around in their underwear. Always a good thing. 
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PRODUCTION TEAM
Director Michael Brown 
Producer Les Sorenson 
Assistant Producer Ron Seidel 
Music Director & Conductor Brian Holiday 
Choreographer Angela Woodard 
Dance Captain and
“Razzle Dazzle” Choreography 

Jodi Harrison 

Stage Manager Jennifer Underhill 
Assistant Stage Manager Janos Zeller  
Assistant Stage Manager Trish Befus 
Costume Design Frank Macleod 
Assistant to the Costume Designer Dianne Eberhardt 
Costume Construction Rachel Millard, Lisa Madill, Fin Sound, 

Frank Macleod, Dianne Eberhardt, Brian Thomas 
Set Design Michael Brown, Les Sorenson,  

Bill Torrie, Bill Brown 
Set Construction Bill Brown 
Lighting Designers John Nairn and Paul Hilton 
Lighting and Setup Crew Alex Beavis, Nick Schesnuk, Laura Herdman  
Lighting Board Operation Alex Beavis  
Follow Spot Operator(s) James (Jim) Noonan, Laura Herdman 

Terri Thompson, Sherry West 
Sound Design and Operator Andrea Katz 
Properties Margaret Harper 
Running Crew Paige Underhill, Patty Underhill 
Front of House Managers Darren Stewart, Erin Madill 
Hair and Makeup Design Cat Bentley 
Makeup Assistant David Rizutto 
Marketing Ron Seidel, Darren Stewart,  

Erin Madill, Megan Bailey 
Poster Design and Printing J.P. Thibodeau 
Program Design Les Sorenson 
Photography Janet St. Germain 
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THE CHICAGO JAZZ BAND

From the front right to left 

Music Director, Conductor and 
Announcer Brian Holiday 

Piano and Rehearsal Pianist Wilma Rothbauer 
Saxophone Paul Evans 
Woodwinds Jennifer Vance 
Woodwinds Bryan Vance 
Trumpet Brian McGregor 
Percussion Peter Pfiffig 
Trombone Rob Eberhardt 
Trumpet Brad Moodie 
Guitar / Banjo Jim Shultz 
Trombone Tim Oldham 
Bass Guitar Bill White 

 (not pictured – Tim Oldham and Bill White)
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SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Honorable Gene Maurice for his generous donation 
Melissa Wolowick for her special talents 
StoryBook Theatre for loan of props, cyc lights and gobos.  
J.P. Thibodeau for FRC Poster Design and Printing 
janet st. germain photography
Digital Jungle Electronic Print Services for program printing 
Anna Anstett for the Hungarian pronunciation assistance 
Donna Baardseth for her costume assistance 
Morpheus Theatre for Props and sharing their rehearsal room with us 
The staff of the Pumphouse Theatre for never ending support 
Theatre Calgary 
Priape
Alberta Lotteries 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts 

Front of House Volunteers
Judy Adler 
Pat Baceda 
Dennis Billard 
Sonja Billard 
Sandra Bonaparte 
Carolyn Byers 
Elaine 
Kim Cameron 
Faith Casement 
Donna Cheyne 
Shea Christie 
Virginia Clark 
Fred Clemens 

Doris Crites 
Tom Crites 
Yvonee Currie 
Kathleen Davidson 
Carine Desender 
Denis Dion 
Tim Elliott 
Roberta Fernandes
Deb Finkleman 
Shari Finkleman 
Tim Fowler 
Dave Gagnier 
Blair Gallant

Michele Gallant 
Judy Gilbert 
Dawn Harvey 
Stefanie Holick 
Micheal Huber 
Lenore Hume 
Christel Hutka 
Jonelle 
Therese Lalonde 
Justin Laatsch 
Tanis Laatsch 
Lillian Latham 
Kathy Lewis 

Candice Lindsay 
Alex Lyall 
Stephanie Lyall 
Maidie
Kathy Macovichuk 
Erin Madill 
Sylvia Madder 
Caitlynne Medrek 
Cynthia Medrek 
Stephanie Morris 
Susan Moscoe 
Darren Pawlik 
Annie Pentney 

Julie O'Gorman 
Eleanor Pentney 
Shandi Petersen 
Margaux Porth 
David Ramsey 
Joyce Reddy 
Mr. Reinholdt 
Wanda Reinholdt 
Caroline Richards  
Joey Sayer 
Sylvia Schmidt 
Collette Seders 
Chris Sonmor 

Elizabeth Stackhouse 
Darren Stewart 
Angy Stimson 
Danielle Taplin 
Mary Ann Tenove 
Lisa Saskiw 
Myrna Weiden 
Levon Yon 
David Young 
Angie Yzerman 
Teresa Zdunich-Huber 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED IN ANY WAY WITH 
THIS PRODUCTION BUT WHOSE NAMES DO NOT APPEAR. 
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FRONT ROW CENTRE PLAYERS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2006-2007 

President   Les Sorenson 
Vice President   Ron Seidel 
Treasurer   Marina Ibragimova  
Secretary   Shea Christie 
Artistic Director  Joey Sayer 
Members at Large  Erin Madill    
    Darren Stewart 

FRC Mission Statement 
Front Row Centre Players Society, Calgary's premier community musical 
theatre group, is a charitable organization dedicated to making musical 
theatre experiences available to as many people as possible - affording an 
outlet for creative expression on stage and behind the scenes.  Our 
auditions are always open to the public, announced through Calgary's free 
media.  Everyone associated with the company is a volunteer.  Our only pre-
requisite for participation is enthusiasm. 

FRC is always looking for new members and friends, especially backstage, 
producing and Front of House. Put those creative talents to good use. You 
don’t have to be an expert... just willing and able.  Set construction, 
painting, lights, sound, props, costumes, make up, ticket sales, and even in 
front of the bright lights on stage.  
Interested in becoming a Friend of FRC?

To contact us: 
Phone - 246-8505 

E-Mail - info@frontrowcentre.ca
Website - http://www.frontrowcentre.ca

FRC CALENDAR NOTES

Auditions - Little Shop of Horrors 
February 12- 17, 2007

For more information on our upcoming shows, to register for auditions or 
to signup as a Friend of FRC volunteer, check out our website 

http://www.frontrowcentre.ca
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Front Row Centre Players
is proud to announce the final show of our tremendous 2006/2007 

season.  It is a definite crowd pleaser! 

All of our shows have open auditions, announced through Calgary's print media, Calgary-ACTS 
www.calgary-acts.com and the FRC website at www.frontrowcentre.ca.

May 25-June 9, 2007 
Directed by Joey Sayer 
Little Shop Of Horrors is the story of Seymour Krelbourn, a meek Skid Row florist who makes 
a Faustian pact with a tiny plant in order to win the heart of Audrey, the girl he loves. While 
Audrey doesn't notice the romance blooming between them, she does recognize the 
moneymaking potential of the exotic little plant. Soon money pours in and Seymour becomes a 
celebrity, but behind the glamour and fame lies a secret Seymour can't reveal - this strange 
and unusual plant's favorite food is human blood. As the plant grows, its demands for food 
grow too, and Seymour starts to suspect that the plant might have an agenda larger than light 
and soil.  LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS includes such well-known musical numbers as 
“Downtown”, "Somewhere That's Green", "Suddenly Seymour" and the title song “Little 
Shop of Horrors”.

Discount Performances
10 Buck Tuesdays – All Tickets $10 

Mature Matinees – Seniors Tickets $13

Tickets available through the Pumphouse Theatre Box Office 

Phone – 263-0079 or electronically @ 
http://www.pumphousetheatres.ca
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