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President’s Message 

Welcome to our closing show of the 2011-2012 season, an exciting 

one for FRC!  We hope that you have enjoyed all of our offerings this 

year and are looking forward to another exciting year coming up. 

This is FRC‟s second outing to the world of Gypsy, a show that has 

been oft compared with Shakespeare for the heft of it, and we trust 

that this production lives up to that lofty reputation. 

As always, this production has been brought to you entirely by 

volunteers and we are proud to maintain that volunteer (love-driven) 

theatre for everyone on and off the stage.  Thank you for your support 

and enjoy the show. 

      Darren Stewart, President 

 

Beddington Heights Community Centre 

Exciting news was announced earlier this year – the Calgary 

Community Theatre Ltd. (CCTL), the non-profit company that 

represents the rehearsal space needs for FRC, StoryBook and 

Workshop, was awarded a Licence of Occupation for the Beddington 

Heights Community Centre.  This fantastic building will soon become 

the home for these three community theatre companies – hosting their 

offices, rehearsal and production spaces – and will be undergoing a 

transformation from an aging community centre into a vibrant centre 

with space for music, dance, and theatre rehearsal and performance 

while maintaining its accessibility to the community. 

For more information and up-to-date news on this project, please visit 

the CCTL website at http://www.calgarycommunitytheatre.ca. 
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Book by Arthur Laurents 

Music by Jule Styne 

Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 

Suggested by memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee 

Original Production by David Merrick & Leland Hayward 

Entire production originally directed and choreographed by Jerome Robbins. 

 

THE VIDEOTAPING OF THIS PRODUCTION IS A VIOLATION OF 

COPYRIGHT LAW AND AN ACTIONABLE OFFENSE 

 

GYPSY is produced by arrangement with, and the music and dialogue material 

furnished by  

TAMS-WITMARK MUSIC LIBRARY, INC.  

560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022 

WARNING: 

Strobe lights are in use in this production. 
Some content may not be appropriate for children. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Interested in advertising in our programs? 

Please contact marketing@frontrowcentre.ca 
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Director’s Notes 
When I was a young girl I would spend Sunday afternoons with my mother 

watching classic Hollywood movies. She instilled in me an appreciation for classic 

films and the legendary actors who starred in them. Watching Gypsy for the first 

time I was spellbound. I hid in my room and pretended to be Baby June, singing, 

dancing, and reciting that famous line 'Sing out Louise!‟ 

Fast forward 15 years....I auditioned for my first professional musical theatre gig. 

I was euphoric when my agent called to say I'd just been cast....in Gypsy!  

Unfortunately, a month into rehearsals the producers backed out of the show and 

it was cancelled. I now had unfinished business with Gypsy. 

Fast forward 20 years....When the opportunity presented itself I jumped at the 

chance to direct Gypsy for FRC. I furiously began researching the show; watching 

interviews with actors and directors, reading about playwright Arthur Laurents, 

and absorbing myself in the pages of Gypsy Rose Lee's memoirs. When Arthur 

Laurents was approached to write a play about Gypsy Rose Lee, his initial reaction 

was why? Why write about a stripper? His reluctance changed one evening during 

a cocktail party when he became engaged in conversation with a woman who told 

him she was the lover of Gypsy Rose Lee‟s mother. He was intrigued. Arthur 

would focus the story on the relationship between Gypsy and her mother Rose. He 

set up a meeting with Gypsy to discuss making her life into a musical. Gypsy had already turned down the film rights 

to her story but opted for the stage version to be written by Arthur. She relished the fact that her name would always 

be up in lights somewhere in the world. Gypsy and her estranged sister June Hovick could not come to a consensus on 

the final script. June was not happy with how she was being portrayed. Gypsy was adamant it was to be called Gypsy. 

Arthur Laurents contractually agreed on the title but added 'a musical fable' to please June and only a portion of the 

musical is based on actual events. 

The story itself is about the need for recognition. Every character in the show wants recognition, validation and love. 

Rose is the single mother of two daughters and is the quintessential stage mother. Rose missed her chance at being a 

star because her own mother wouldn‟t support her stage career.  Rose would rise to any high and sink to any depth to 

make her daughters famous so she could experience the fame she craved. We have all witnessed the “stage mother” 

persona at some point in our lives, be it hockey, dance, karate or chess, there are many Roses in the world. Having 

worked as a performance coach, I have dealt with my fair share. Since becoming a parent myself, I have realized it‟s 

not about pushing your child to be the best; it‟s about how engaged you are as a parent in helping your child reach 

their full potential. It‟s easy to teach a child a new skill. It‟s more difficult to rebuild a child's shattered self-esteem. 

You don‟t have to go far to see that Gypsy‟s story is very relevant in today‟s society. 

I knew that in order to fulfill my artistic vision I needed the best production team I could muster. Pat Baceda as Stage 

Manager, Jenifer Snell and Daisy Pond as Producers, Brian Holiday as Musical Director, Paul Hilton as Lighting 

Designer and Ainsley Ohler as Assistant Choreographer. The set posed a problem; there are 11 scene changes in Act 

1! I went about designing multi-functional set pieces and asked my Uncles, Brian and Kurt, to build them. When it 

came to costumes I contacted the Broadway costume designer Martin Pakledinaz, who designed the 2008 revival of 

Gypsy. I asked him to tell me his costume secrets and he happily obliged! I passed this information on to the amazing 

Rhonda Mottle who came to our rescue with costumes. Props, and there are many, were in the very capable and 

talented hands of Mikee Ames. Mikee saved me from multiple nervous breakdowns when things would start to go 

awry. She also helped with costumes, set decoration and stood in for missing actors during rehearsal. Rehearsal 

pianists Jenn Brown Clarke and Don Kuchinski bashed out piano keys for 3 months and survived the stop/start 

choreography rehearsals. Wilma Rothbauer and Danielle Wahl worked on the final strip music. Having these people 

share my vision was simply amazing. Having this show come to fruition was a dream come true. I couldn't have asked 

for a better team. 

To the cast I simply want to say, thank you. Our relationship has resembled a marriage... in good times and in bad, in 

sickness and in health, for better or for worse, for as long as the show goes on....LOL! Thank you all for your talents, 

time, energy and patience. It was surreal to watch what I had envisioned in my head for the last year come to life 

before my very eyes. Chookas kids!!! I hoped you learnt something! I did… ;) 

Last but not least, to my poor, abandoned husband Aaron who for 3 months held down the fort with our twin girls, 

Kelsey and Nicole. Thank you for your support and patience. To Nicole and Kelsey, thank you for being so patient with 

mummy and for being so brave on the nights I wasn't there to read you your bedtime stories. I love you so much xx. 

Every aspect of tonight‟s performance was made possible by hundreds of volunteer hours. If you enjoy the show 

please applaud loudly. Applause is like a narcotic, and we are all addicts. Thank you for supporting community 

theatre. 

Angela Woodard, Director 
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Scene/Song Synopsis 

Act One – 1920s USA

“Overture” 

SCENE 1. Vaudeville theatre stage, Seattle 

 “May We Entertain You” 

SCENE 2. Kitchen of a frame house, Seattle 

“Some People” 

SCENE 3. Road between Seattle and Los Angeles 

“Some People” – Reprise 

SCENE 4. Backstage of a vaudeville house, Los Angeles 

“Small World” 

SCENE 5. On stage of a vaudeville theatre, Los Angeles 

“Baby June and her Newsboys”/”Let Me 

Entertain You” 

SCENE 6. Hotel rooms, Akron 

“Mr Goldstone” 

“Little Lamb” 

 

SCENE 7. Chinese restaurant, New York 

“You‟ll Never Get Away From Me” 

SCENE 8. Stage of Grantziger’s Palace, New York 

“Dainty June and her Farmboys” 

“Broadway” 

SCENE 9. Mr. Grantziger’s office 

“If Momma was Married” 

SCENE 10. Theatre alley, Buffalo 

“All I Need is the Girl” 

SCENE 11. Railroad platform, Omaha 

“Everything‟s Coming Up Roses”

Act Two 

“Entr‟acte” 

SCENE 1. Desert country, Texas 

“Momma Rose‟s Toreadorables” 

“Together Wherever We Go” 

SCENE 2. Backstage of a burlesque house, Wichita 

“You Gotta Get a Gimmick” 

SCENE 3. Backstage corridor 

SCENE 4. Backstage and on stage: Wichita, Detroit, Philadelphia & Minsky’s 

“Small World” – Reprise 

Gypsy Strip Routine 

SCENE 5. Louise’s dressing room 

SCENE 6. Bare stage after show 

“Rose‟s Turn” 
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Cast List 

Mamma Rose ....................................... Tarra Loïs Riley 

Herbie .................................................Scottie Grinton 

Baby June .............................................. Eden Nielson 

Baby Louise ............................................ Nicole Furlan 

Dainty June .............................................. Taryn Craig 

Louise/Gypsy ........................................... Emily Dallas 

Tulsa ...................................................... Jarryd Baine 

Pop/Mr. Goldstone ............................. Tom Cuthbertson 

Tessie Tura ........................................ Lynette Newman 

Uncle Jocko/Kringelein/Cigar ..................... Gary Silberg 

Mazeppa/Stage Mother ................................ Cherie Lee 

Electra/Miss Cratchitt/Half Cow .................. Jenifer Snell 

Richman/Georgie/Pastey/ 

Bourgeron-Cochon/Hotel Guest/ 

Half Cow/Swing ....................................... Riley Ohler 

Farmboy/Figure/Angie/ 

Boy Scout .................................... Graeme Humphrey 

Farmboy/Figure/L.A. ........................ Matthew McDonald 

Farmboy/Figure/Webber/ 

Phil/Backstage Announcer ................. Charlie Deagnon 

Farmboy/Figure/Yonkers .............. Nicholas Chamberlain 

Newsboy/Boy Scout/Clarence ............. Gabriel Treleaven 

Newsboy/Richman's Son/ 

Balloon Girl ....................................... Morgan Garnier 

Newsboy/Urchin/ 

Child Auditionee .............................. Grace Fedorchuk 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde/ 

Showgirl/Agnes ........................... Jacqueline Bourque 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde/ 

Showgirl/Gail/Stage Mother/ 

Hotel Guest ...................................... Megan Thatcher 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde/ 

Showgirl/Marjorie May ............................ Natalie Mack 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde/ 

Showgirl/Stage Mother/Renee ............ Jordanna Fraser 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde/ 

Showgirl/Thelma/Half Cow ..................... Ainsley Ohler 

Toreadorable/Hollywood Blonde 

/Showgirl/Waitress/ 

Burlesque Showgirl .............................. Shana Nowlin 

Chowsie .......................................... Ranger Fedorchuk 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 

 

JARRYD BAINE (TULSA) 

This is Jarryd‟s first show with FRC and he is very happy to be debuting with the role of Tulsa. 

Recently Jarryd played the role of Jason in Cappuccino‟s bare and is very happy to get back into 

more of a dancing role with Gypsy. Though Jarryd has many aspirations, his main goal is to not 

fall while he is dancing for you. 

 

JACQUELINE BOURQUE (TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/AGNES) 

Jacqueline is happy to be a part of the Gypsy cast and once again work with the talented FRC 

group. Previous credits include Writer's Circle (Scorpio Theatre), and The Producers (FRC). 

Thank you to her family and boyfriend for all their support, as always.  Enjoy the show! 

 

NICHOLAS CHAMBERLAIN (FARMBOY/FIGURE/YONKERS) 

Nicholas is a relative newcomer to Calgary Community Theatre having only performed in one 

show before Gypsy. However, he is not new to the world of musical theatre as he has been 

doing musicals and concerts for the past 9 years. He is excited that his role is dance heavy as 

due to a rugby injury, from which he has only just recovered, he needs the exercise to get back 

in shape after his long break from sport. 

 

TARYN CRAIG (DAINTY JUNE) 

Taryn is a recent graduate of Mount Royal University‟s Theatre Arts Diploma. By day, she works 

for Fiasco Gelato (mmm!) and by night she is a singer, actor, arts administrator and stage 

manager for various arts organizations. Next, she‟ll be working with the Major Matt Mason 

Collective on a show titled Air. She‟s very excited to be a part of Gypsy and would like to send a 

big thanks to her amazing friends and family! 

 

TOM CUTHBERTSON (POP/MR. GOLDSTONE) 

Tom began his involvement with theatre in Bermuda, where he appeared in, directed, stage 

managed, constructed and/or lit a multitude of productions for the Bermuda Musical and 

Dramatic Society and the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Bermuda. His previous appearances 

with FRC include Kiss Me Kate in 2004 and Fiddler on the Roof in 2009. Tom is immensely 

motivated by the energy his fellow cast members have brought to this production of Gypsy. 

 

EMILY DALLAS (GYPSY) 

Emily is thrilled to be a part of Gypsy, and to work with such an amazing group of artists. This 

process has been an incredible learning experience for her as a student actor. Emily is currently 

in the Theatre Performance program at Mount Royal University. She would like to thank her 

inspiring teachers, her own crazy stage parents (kidding), her talented younger brother and her 

always supportive peers for helping her through this challenging but rewarding process. Enjoy 

the show! 

 

CHARLIE DEAGNON (FARMBOY/FIGURE/WEBBER/PHIL/BACKSTAGE ANNOUNCER) 

Charlie is glad to be a part of his second show with Front Row Centre Players, and is looking 

forward to performing for all of you. Hopefully you enjoy the Farmboy experience as much as 

he has with his Farmboys. 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 

 

GRACE FEDORCHUK (NEWSBOY/URCHIN/CHILD AUDITIONEE) 

Grace‟s previous stage performances include A Christmas Carol (Theatre Calgary), Once Upon a 

Lilypad (StoryBook Theatre), Calgary Jr. Idol (Semi Finalist), and Calgary Kiwanis festival.  

Grace has taken voice lessons for 8 years and has achieved her Gr. 5 voice from RCM. She has 

attended summer drama programs with Quest, Centre Stage, and StoryBook Theatre, and is 

excited to add FRC to the list. 

 

RANGER FEDORCHUK (CHOWSIE) 

Ranger is a four year old Cairn Terrier. This is Ranger‟s first performance with FRC.  Previously 

he has posed as Toto for photos in a Center Stage production of The Wizard of Oz.  Ranger‟s 

favourite pastimes include stealing his owners‟ socks and mittens and napping in sun beams. 

 

JORDANNA FRASER (TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/STAGE MOTHER/RENEE) 

Jordanna is delighted to be appearing again with FRC after a 15 year hiatus.  She has been 

focused primarily on dance and choreography for the last number of years and thanks Mazeppa 

for reminding her that it‟s so much more fun to be a “showgirl”!  She also thanks Brad for 

supporting her love of “all that musically-type stuff”.  Selected previous credits: Guys & Dolls, 

Amadeus, Anne of Green Gables, Little Shop of Horrors, and Peter Pan. 

 

NICOLE FURLAN (LITTLE LOUISE) 

Nicole has been singing and performing for almost three years and is very excited to be making 

her debut with FRC. Last year Nicole had a lead role with the Young Canadians as well as her 

first experience of Shakespeare in Much Ado About Nothing with Theatre Calgary. She also had 

a role as an orphan in Annie with Storybook Theatre.  Nicole would like to thank all of her family 

and friends for their support in helping her do what she loves. 

 

MORGAN GARNIER (NEWSBOY/RICHMAN’S SON/BALLOON GIRL) 

Previous Credits: Tam in Miss Saigon (2012), Principal Actor in Pet Heroes (Television 

Production, 2012), Marta in Sound of Music (2011), SOC in In Your Orbit (Independent Film, 

2011) and Young girl shopping in Crime Stoppers Commercial (2011). 

 

SCOTTIE GRINTON (HERBIE) 

Scottie feels lucky to be a part of this talented group in the telling of this fun but hard hitting 

story.  It has reconfirmed his belief that every story is a love story.  With a nod to the story‟s 

theme, the need for recognition, Scottie would like to express his gratitude for his many friends 

and family for their support in his exploration of this side of life and literature. 

 

GRAEME HUMPHREY (FARMBOY/FIGURE/ANGIE/BOY SCOUT) 

Howdy all ... Graeme is excited to be making his FRC debut and his first time on stage ever in 

Calgary. A graduate of the Circle in the Square Theater School in New York City, while there he 

performed in productions of Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Seagull, and the sketch comedy 

show Mind Bleach and he worked as stage manager, production manager, and set builder at the 

American Academy Of Dramatic Arts and helped run Ubiquitous Roots (a production company). 

He is thrilled to be back in Calgary with his family and friends.  
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Who’s Who in the Cast 

 

CHERIE LEE (MAZEPPA/STAGE MOTHER) 

Mazeppa‟s love for strippin‟ started early, her mum was not proud.  So she tried somethin‟ more 

upper crust… ballet. It would have been „bumpin‟ but no man could lift her and she was in 

trouble…again. But after lots of Jerry Springer and a little Oprah, she just knew she had to find 

her “true self” and go back to her first love…. You got it – strippin‟ and bumpin‟.  She might still 

be rusty, but she thinks you‟ll enjoy her hornin‟, and bumpin‟. 

 

NATALIE MACK (TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/MARJORIE MAY) 

Natalie is excited be a part of the amazing cast and crew that is Gypsy.  For the past three 

years Natalie has been with Theatre Calgary playing Belinda and Martha Cratchit in A Christmas 

Carol.  Gypsy is Natalie‟s fourth show with FRC previously performing such roles as Dorothy in 

The Wizard of Oz.  Other credits include Scout in Workshop Theatre‟s To Kill a Mockingbird.  

Enjoy the show and let us entertain you! 

 

MATTHEW MCDONALD (FARMBOY/FIGURE/L.A.) 

Matthew is thrilled to be a part of Gypsy and to have met the people he has! It is his third show 

with Front Row Centre. Matthew enjoys long walks on the beach, and curling in the winter time. 

When he isn't on the ice he is probably behind a computer making iPhone apps. Enjoy the show 

and "Here's a real stuffed cat!" 

 

LYNETTE NEWMAN (TESSIE TURA) 

Gypsy is Lynette‟s second production with FRC; her first was in the production of Pippin when 

she played Catherine.  Her other roles include Hodel in Fiddler on the Roof, Annie Oakley in 

Annie Get Your Gun, Phyllis in Iolanthe, and most recently Lily St. Regis in Annie.  Her favourite 

role to date, however, is the ongoing role of wife and mother to her wonderful family to whom 

she dedicates her performance. 

 

EDEN NIELSON (BABY JUNE) 

Eden is turning 13 during the Gypsy run.  She is thrilled to make her second appearance in 

musical theatre, having participated in StoryBook Theatre‟s Anne of Green Gables last year.  

Eden started voice training with Patrice Barnes in 2010, and would like to thank Ms. Barnes for 

all her great advice and support. 

 

SHANA NOWLIN (TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/WAITRESS/BURLESQUE SHOWGIRL) 

Shana has had the pleasure of working with the Alberta Ballet, M.A.D.D Rhythms (Chicago 

based tap company), Xtreme Dance Convention, The Flaming Lips, and Jubilations Dinner 

Theatre to name a few. Most recently she was seen as Magenta in The Rocky Horror Show. She 

loves her dark chocolate and of course her amazingly supportive family. Many thanks for 

supporting local theatre tonight and enjoy the show!   

 

AINSLEY OHLER  

(TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/THELMA/HALF COW, ASSISTANT CHOREOGRAPHER) 

Moo moo, moo moo 

Ainsley is thrilled to be working with FRC again. Her previous shows include The Producers 

(Ulla), Grease (Cha Cha) and Chicago (Cell Block Tango). She is excited to have the opportunity 

to dance with her husband Riley every night on stage, wearing pink. 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 

 

RILEY OHLER (RICHMAN/GEORGIE/PASTEY/BOURGERON-COCHON/HOTEL GUEST/HALF COW/SWING) 

Riley is thrilled to be in his third show with FRC, previously playing Leo Bloom in The Producers 

and Danny Zuko in Grease. He is a graduate of the U of L BFA performance program. Credits 

include: Cabaret (Ernst Ludwig); Moliere, U of L; Gifts of the Magi, New West Theatre (Jim 

Dillingham); and West Side Story, Lethbridge Musical Theatre (Riff). Riley is happy to share his 

passion for theatre with his wife Ainsley and excited to do another show with her. 

 

TARRA LOÏS RILEY (MAMMA ROSE) 

Tarra is thrilled, humbled, and grateful to be cast in her second “role of a lifetime” with Front 

Row Centre after playing Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney Todd. Her sincerest hope is that you enjoy the 

show (and that she remembers all her lines!). Tarra would like to thank the phenomenal cast 

and crew, and acknowledge the love of her life, Jevon Hills, who makes things good. 

 

GARY SILBERG (JOCKO/MR. KRINGELEIN/CIGAR) 

The naked truth is that Gary is thrilled to be appearing in his sixth FRC show, having previously 

performed in Chicago, The Wizard of Oz, Fiddler on the Roof, Chess, and The Producers.  Gary 

dedicates his performance to his Dad, who was born in the vaudeville era, who got him into 

musical theatre at the age of 8, and who always brightened those around him with his singing. 

 

JENIFER SNELL (ELECTRA/MISS CRATCHITT/HALF COW, PRODUCER) 

Awkward! Jenifer shows up on stage once again in her undies (however, this time the undies 

are fairly epic). Thank goodness she has a fantastic husband that puts up with her need for 

theatre and her tendency to perform in small outfits. Favourite credits include: Little Shop of 

Horrors, 3G (Victoria), Hey, Bully, Bully!, STC (Victoria), and Chicago, FRC (Calgary). 

 

MEGAN THATCHER (TOREADORABLE/HOLLYWOOD BLONDE/SHOWGIRL/GAIL/STAGE MOTHER/HOTEL GUEST) 

Megan is happy to be on stage with Front Row Centre once again. Thanks to Angela for the 

opportunity to perform. Megan is looking forward to the fall when she will be attempting to 

make herself just a bit more technical at MRU. Thanks, as usual, to my super supportive 

friends, my famjam, and Mr. Thatchman (AFD). Also, lots of love to the FRC Board. 

 

GABRIEL TRELEAVEN (NEWSBOY/BOY SCOUT/CLARENCE) 

Gabe has been a member of the Calgary Boys' Choir since 2008. He loves trains and hockey 

and hopes to be a singing hockey-loving train engineer. His 10th birthday is June 6th, and he is 

excited to share his birthday with the Gypsy cast and crew. Gabe wants to thank his Aunt 

Lurene for telling him to audition for Gypsy; he is having a great time. 

 

 

 

Did you like what you experienced here today? 
Nominate us for a CAT Award! 

2012 Calgary Community Theatre Awards 
Vote for your favorite performances of the 2011-2012 season online at 

www.calgary-acts.com 
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Orchestra List 

Orchestra Conductor ............  ...................... Danielle Wahl 

Piano .................................  ............... Jenn Brown Clarke 

Violin I ..............................  ......................... Shae Doyle 

Violin II .............................  ................. Michael Kissinger 

Violin III ............................   ..................... Mada Wentzel 

Clarinet I ...........................  .................. Joanne Sampson 

Clarinet II ..........................  ................... Johann Wentzel 

Flute .................................  ........................... Jody Rach 

Alto Saxophone ..................  Colton Duane, Joel Viehweger 

Bassoon .............................  ...................... Robyn Phillips 

Trumpet I ..........................  .................... Richard Worton  

Trumpet II ......................... Réjean Campbell or Roy Styan 

Trumpet III ........................  .................... Darren Stewart 

Trombone I ........................  ......................... Ed Gilchrist 
(June 3: Tim Oldham) 

Trombone II .......................  ............... Bryant Wahl-Perrin 

Percussion .........................  ............................ Kathy Ma 

Electric Bass .......................  .. Greg Devine or Mitch Janzie 
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Who’s Who in the Orchestra 

 

DANIELLE WAHL (ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR) 

Danielle has learned that if Jenn asks, the answer is yes!  She is pleased to be helping out by 

conducting the orchestra for Gypsy.  Her previous musical theatre credits include Musical 

Director for bare (CMT), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat (TPF) and Jesus 

Christ Superstar (TPF).   

 

JENN BROWN CLARKE (PIANO, REHEARSAL PIANIST) 

Jenn is thrilled to be behind the piano for another FRC show and is excited to be working with 

such a talented group of actors and musicians!  Credits include bare (CMT), Rocky Horror Show 

(FRC), RENT (CMT), Titanic and Miss Saigon (UofC), and dozens more in her hometown in NB.  

Jenn dedicates her performance to future Broadway star and love of her life, daughter Sutton 

Anne. 

 

SHAE DOYLE (VIOLIN I) 

Shae has been playing the violin for 15 years. She was a member of The Calgary Fiddlers, doing 

tours across Canada, Florida, and in Ireland. She recently played in the pit orchestra for U of C 

Operetta‟s Titanic, and also participated as a cast member in their productions of Cinderella and 

Guys and Dolls. Shae is delighted to participate in Front Row Centre‟s Gypsy.  

 

MICHAEL KISSINGER (VIOLIN II) 

Michael began classical violin lessons at the age of 7. He discovered fiddle music a few years 

later and joined The Calgary Fiddlers Association, ultimately becoming one of the performing 

Calgary Fiddlers. Michael Has toured internationally playing the violin. He is currently enrolled in 

the Engineering program at University of Calgary and enjoys playing and teaching violin as a 

pastime. 

 

MADA WENTZEL (VIOLIN III) 

When she's not making music, Mada is a nursing student at the University of Calgary. Although 

this is her first production with FRC as well as her first time playing in a pit band, it has been a 

very enjoyable experience. Mada has been in the cast in various other productions including 

Guys and Dolls, Titanic, Miss Saigon (U of C Operetta) and The Sorcerer (Morpheus), and hopes 

to continue singing, dancing, and playing the violin for many years to come. 

 

JOANNE SAMPSON (CLARINET I) 

Joanne is excited to be invited to play for this fantastic FRC production. Musical Theatre is her 

not so secret passion and she has been involved with FRC and other companies since 2004 

playing in or conducting pit orchestras. 

 

JOHANN WENTZEL (CLARINET II) 

Johann is a first-year Computer Science student at the University of Calgary. Originally from 

Saskatchewan, Johann studied piano and clarinet throughout high school, playing clarinet at the 

Saskatchewan Provincial Music Festival. Although he has been in the cast of a previous musical 

(Guys and Dolls), this is Johann's first time performing with a pit orchestra, and for Front Row 

Centre. 
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Who’s Who in the Orchestra 

 

JODY RACH (FLUTE) 

Jody has played flute and piccolo in various concert and marching bands in Calgary since she 

was a teenager. It is only recently, however, that she discovered a passion for playing musical 

theatre. She would like to thank both FRC and her understanding family for another fantastic 

opportunity to indulge that passion. 

 

COLTON DUANE (ALTO SAXOPHONE) 

Colton has been involved in theatre ever since he was 13. He has been in several productions in 

Calgary but this is his first production with FRC and also his first go at being in the pit. And it is 

a lot of fun. He is currently a student at U of C. 

 

JOEL VIEHWEGER (ALTO SAXOPHONE) 

Joel is a grade 11 student at Central Memorial High School where he is in both the instrumental 

and choral music programs. He plays the Alto Sax, Jazz Guitar, and sings in the school‟s choir. 

He hopes to go on to Mount Royal University after high school to further pursue his Jazz 

performing and, God willing, make a career playing music. 

 

ROBYN PHILLIPS (BASSOON) 

Robyn started playing bassoon at age 12, when her first dance lesson revealed to her mother 

that she would never find a career in ballroom dancing. Robyn is thrilled to be a part of another 

FRC show. Previous shows with FRC include Sweeney Todd, Brigadoon, and Assassins. 

 

RICHARD WORTON (TRUMPET I) 

This will be Richard‟s fifth production with FRC and he is excited to work with all the wonderful 

musicians in the band. When not performing with FRC, Richard plays with the Calgary Concert 

Band and the Maple Leaf Brass. 

 

RÉJEAN CAMPBELL (TRUMPET II) 

Réjean has been heavily involved in theatre for ten years as a musician, conductor, actor, and 

singer.  He was most recently seen in Calgary Opera‟s La Bohème as a chorister. 

This is Réjean‟s first show with Front Row Centre. 

 

ROY STYAN (TRUMPET II) 

So I'm like, chillin', and this keyboard player comes up to me and she's all "play your trumpet 

in the band?" and I'm all "whoa, what‟s a trumpet" and she's all "Really?" and I'm like "right... " 

so I roll off the couch and crawl around looking for my horn and find it in a half-empty, Costco-

sized bag of potato chips and then, like, I get to rehearsal and, whoa... totally find my happy 

place. 
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Who’s Who in the Orchestra 

 

DARREN STEWART (TRUMPET III) 

Although this is his first foray (descent?) into a “pit band”, Darren began learning to play a 

cornet (which is neither a hat nor an ice cream but is way better than a trumpet) at the age of 

7 and has been involved in one or two shows in other ways. 

 

ED GILCHRIST (TROMBONE I)  

Ed is a veteran on the Alberta music scene, having been a regular in the Tommy Banks 

orchestra and a member of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra.  Ed moved to Calgary a few 

years ago and is now busy working with a dixieland/polka band, and sits in occasionally with 

the Prime Time big band. 

 

BRYANT WAHL-PERRIN (TROMBONE II) 

Bryant is very excited to be playing trombone in the pit for Gypsy.  He has previously played 

drums for bare (CMT), and been on stage for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® 

Dreamcoat (TPF) and Jesus Christ Superstar (TPF).  Bryant is a student at CMHS where next 

year he with be in both the PVA Band and PVA Choral programs. 

 

KATHY MA (PERCUSSION) 

Kathy is always happy to be back behind the drums for another FRC show. She finished doing 

the Rocky Horror Show in the fall and wasn't sure what would follow playing for transvestites. 

Obviously, to strippers!  She is always amazed at the talent and glad to be involved with 

another great cast. 

 

GREG DEVINE (ELECTRIC BASS) 

36-24-36. Loves long walks on the beach and holding hands. Having toured through North and 

South America, Europe and Asia, Greg is happy to lend a musical hand to FRC and fill the role of 

bassist. 
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Design, Production and Backstage Crew 

Director .............................  .................. Angela Woodard 

Musical Director ..................  .......................Brian Holiday 

Choreographer ....................  .................. Angela Woodard 

Assistant Choreographer ......  ....................... Ainsley Ohler 

Producer ............................  ....... Daisy Pond, Jenifer Snell 

Stage Manager ...................  .......................... Pat Baceda 

Lighting Design ...................  .......................... Paul Hilton 

Set Design .........................  .................. Angela Woodard 

Costume Design ..................  ..................... Rhonda Mottle 

Props ................................  ........................ Mikee Ames 

Sound Design .....................  ..................... Meg Anderson 

Hair & Makeup ....................  ......................... Cat Bentley 

Assistant Stage Manager ......  .......................... Daisy Pond 

Running Crew .....................  . Tobyn Neame, Russell Rokos 

Lighting Board Operator .......  .....................Trevor Somers 

Follow Spot Operator ...........  ..................... Astrid Rouleau 

Costume Assistant ...............  ........................ Mikee Ames 

Costume Support ................ Donna Barnfield, Marilyn 

Buehning, Elayne Fischer, 

Christine Horne, Frank 

MacLeod, Dorothy Miller, 

Meredith O'Hara, Margaret 

Poisson, Megan Thatcher 

Lighting Crew ..................... Jarryd Baine, Alex Beavis, 

Greg Davidson, Graeme 

Humphrey, Riley Ohler 

Set Construction ................. Brian Uhrich, Kurt Uhrich, Bill 

Brown 

Set Painting .......................  ............................ Deb Miall 

Set Decoration ....................  .... Mikee Ames, Megan Mottle 

Props Assistant ...................  ...................... Megan Mottle 

Props Construction .............. Ron Miller, Graeme Humphrey 

Dance Captain ....................  ....................... Ainsley Ohler 

Caroline the Cow Created By Patrice Kalyn and Frank 

MacLeod 

Front of House Manager ....... Janos Zeller, Allana 

Chatterton, Jeri Guenter, 

Veronica Mack, Joey Sayer 

Box Office Manager .............  ....... John Zeller, Janos Zeller 
Poster Design .....................  ....................... JP Thibodeau 

Poster Model ......................  .................. Stephanie Morris 

Program Design ..................  .................... Darren Stewart 

Rehearsal Pianist .................  ..................... Don Kuchinski 
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Who’s Who in the Production Team 

 

JULE STYNE (MUSIC) 

Jule Styne made B‟way sing for 50 years as composer of shows such as High Button Shoes; 

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes; Gypsy; Peter Pan; Bells Are Ringing; Funny Girl; and Sugar. His 

many film scores include Anchors Aweigh and My Sister Eileen as well as the title song of Three 

Coins in the Fountain. His songbook includes the standards “All I Need Is the Girl,” “Just in 

Time,” “Small World” and “Time After Time.” Bio: mtishows.com Photo free-pianosheetmusic.com 

 

STEPHEN SONDHEIM (LYRICS) 

Stephen Sondheim, one of the most influential and accomplished composer/lyricists in 

Broadway history, was born in New York City and raised in New York and Pennsylvania. As a 

teenager he met Oscar Hammerstein II, who became Sondheim‟s mentor. His first professional 

musical theatre job was as the songwriter for the unproduced musical Saturday Night.  

Photo: Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times Bio mtishows.com 

 

ARTHUR LAURENTS (BOOK) 

Arthur Laurents has been responsible for creating the librettos of many Broadway shows 

including Anyone Can Whistle, Do I Hear A Waltz?, Hallelujah, Baby! And Nick & Nora,  the 

screenplays for The Snake Pit, Anna Lucasta, Anastasia, Bonjour Tristesse, The Way We Were 

and The Turning Point and  the plays Home Of The Brave, The Time Of The Cuckoo and A 

Clearing of The Woods. His direction credits include Anyone Can Whistle and La Cage Aux Folles.  

Bio mtishows.com; Photo: wikipedia.org 

 

ANGELA WOODARD (DIRECTOR, CHOREOGRAPHER, SET DESIGN) 

A graduate from the Australian Academy of Performing Arts, Angela worked extensively in the 

entertainment industry touring Australia, New Zealand, South East Asia and Japan.  

Career credits: Resident performer P&O Fairstar, NCL Cruise lines, Choreographer/Vocalist 

What da‟Funk 90‟s dance band, founding member Ferknerkle Theatre Co.  

As Artistic Director for Australian College of Entertainment, Angela discovered her love of 

teaching the art of performance.  

 

BRIAN HOLIDAY (MUSICAL DIRECTOR) 

MD credits for FRC – Bells Are Ringing, South Pacific, Company, Kiss Me, Kate! And Chicago 

(CAT Award recipient). Thanks: to Angela, Pat and the entire Production team for making this 

experience so great; to Jenn and Don for hours of plunking and playing; to Danielle for 

stepping in and working magic with the band; to each member of the band – deep gratitude for 

coming on late in the process; to the wonderful cast and crew for a job very well done. 

 

DAISY POND (PRODUCER, ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER) 

This is Daisy‟s third show with FRC, after helping out with Grease and Forbidden Broadway, 

though it‟s the first show she‟s done with a dog in the cast.  Past shows this season include 

stage managing The Odd Couple and Picasso at the Lapin Agile and choreographing/  

ASM-ing Peter Pan with Morpheus Theatre, and producing Scorpio Theatre‟s Alice’s Adventures 

in “Wonderland” and Salvage.  Enjoy the show! 

 

PAT BACEDA (STAGE MANAGER) 

Pat is excited to be stage managing another show with FRC and is thrilled to be doing a show 

with Angela. “Some people sit on their butts, got the dream but not the guts”….Not so this cast 

and crew! Congratulations to everyone for your exemplary work! I‟m so proud of you all! Enjoy! 
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Who’s Who in the Production Team 

 

PAUL HILTON (LIGHTING DESIGN) 

Paul celebrates his 20th show for FRC with this production. It is a thrill to work with this 

astounding production team and cast. Paul has received nominations and awards for his 

designs.  

Thanks to Rose, and everyone who knows about scrollers. 

 

MIKEE AMES (PROPS, SET DECORATION, COSTUME ASSISTANT) 

Mikee is truly proud to be working with this talented cast and crew, especially her assistant, 

Megan.  She credits her mum for teaching her to be resourceful and creative, and her bestie, 

Rhonda, for encouraging her sense of whimsy. Mikee is incredibly thankful to her hunny, Fred, 

for his amazing love and pointing out that some of the best food she has ever made is inedible. 

 

MEG ANDERSON (SOUND DESIGN) 

This is Meg‟s fourth show with FRC, and they‟ve handed her the Sound Designer reins for it, so 

the first time jitters have come right back! Her previous credits include Brigadoon, The Rocky 

Horror Show and Assassins. She hopes that you enjoy this performance. A huge thank you to 

Steve E for his teaching, help and support! 

 

CAT BENTLEY (HAIR & MAKEUP) 

Cat Bentley is a whirlwind of hair, makeup, and lululemon. She is very, very glad to be working 

on another show with her friend Megan Thatcher (who wrote this bio). Cat has gifted the 

theatre community with her talents for too many seasons to count. 

 

DEB MIALL (SET PAINTING) 

Deb has painted for a number of productions over the years and still enjoys seeing the magic 

happen when lights, score, costumes and actors all come together. 

 

RHONDA MOTTLE (COSTUME DESIGN) 

Rhonda loves being involved in theatre: onstage and behind the scenes. Most recently she was 

a nurse on HMS Pinafore (Morpheus) singing alto and 2nd tenor; a new trick for this soprano.   

This is her first foray into costume design and she wants to thank Frank MacLeod for his 

amazing costume „store‟ and to Mikee for her unparalleled research skills and unfailing verve! 

Thanks to Bruce, for his forbearance as she explores new abilities! 

 

RUSSELL ROKOS (RUNNING CREW) 

Russell is happy to once again take up the black and head backstage with FRC. This is his 

fourth show working tech, and he still loves it. Other credits include Brigadoon, The Rocky 

Horror Show and Assassins. It‟s been a fantastic year working with FRC, and he hopes to be 

back for many more. 
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Who’s Who in the Production Team 

 

TOBYN NEAME (RUNNING CREW) 

This is Tobyn‟s first production with FRC.  Tobyn is a huge fan of the arts and is definitely a 

little star struck to be helping out the actors and crew she‟s seen on stage since she was little.  

Thanks so much for the opportunity. 

 

TREVOR SOMERS (LIGHTING BOARD OPERATOR) 

Trevor is thrilled to be the lighting operator on Gypsy.  He also operated lights for Sweeney 

Todd with FRC.  He has also been involved with Annie!, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, and 

Les Misérables for StoryBook Theatre as a lighting operator, the slide show operator for 

Assassins for FRC and as a sound operator on most of Workshop Theatre‟s plays.  Trevor is a 

recipient of a CAT award for “Volunteer of the Year” in 2011.  Break a leg everybody!   

 

ASTRID ROULEAU (FOLLOW SPOT OPERATOR) 

Astrid has volunteered with a variety of theatre companies in Ontario and Alberta. She is very 

pleased to be assisting in this production of Gypsy.  

Enjoy the show! 

 

MEGAN MOTTLE (PROPS ASSISTANT, SET DECORATION) 

This is Megan‟s first theatrical endeavour, felicitously with FRC. Being part of a production like 

this has been a new experience for her, taking into consideration her usual surroundings 

consist of cleats, mouth guards and shoulder pads. Through the most excellent guidance of her 

guru, she‟s discovered a new love for procuring furniture, found items and farmboys. Yes, let‟s! 

 

DON KUCHINSKI (REHEARSAL PIANIST) 

Don says thanks to Angela for inviting him to participate in Gypsy. And special thanks to his 

young and talented colleague Jennifer for sharing duties. One thing you can say about 

rehearsal pianists…we know the score! 

 

Coming Soon… 

 

Auditions for Singin’ in the Rain will be held 

 

June 19, 21 & 22, 2012 

 

Visit www.frontrowcentre.ca/auditions for more 

information or to book yours today! 
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 For their generous donations: 

o The Honourable Gene Maurice 

o Loblaw Companies Ltd. 

o AltaGas Utility Group Inc. 

 Alberta Foundation for the Arts and the Alberta Lottery Fund 

 Calgary Arts Development Authority and the City of Calgary 

 StoryBook Theatre 

 Workshop Theatre 

 Morpheus Theatre 

 Frank MacLeod 

 John Pope 

 Ian Martens 

 Wilma Rothbauer 

 Dan Gibbons 

 Aaron Conrad 

 Fred Krysko 

 Tyler Lipchen 

 Wade Clarke (Percy’s Printing) 

 The Pumphouse Theatre and Staff 
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World Stage” possible. 

Front of House Volunteers 
Alan Hamaliuk 

Alan Weller 
Allan Crowley 

Angy Stimson 

Ann Seymour 

Anna Finnigan 

Athena Guy 
Barrie Wilson 

Beth Wilson 

Betty Taylor 

Bev Webber 
Brian Mills 

Caren Johnson 

Carine Fossez 

Carol McKenzie 
Carolina Balderas 

Carolyn Byers 

Carolyn Kaldy 

Catherine Hartford 
Charlotte Loeppky 

Cheryl Walsh 

Christine Connor 

Colette Linton 

Corissa Lowry 
David Young 

Dean Romo Van Camp 

Debbie Thompson 

Diane Devonshire 
Donna Barnfield 

Donna Bibeau 

Donna Michael 
Donna Morrison 

Donna Pearson 

Dorie Wrightson 

Doug Keeling 

Dusan Milutinovic 
Elaine Hay 

Elaine Roberts 

Evelyn Long 

Gary Stimson 
Graham Wrightson 

Isaiah Guy 

Jack Melnyk 

Jamie McPhail 
Janice Walls 

Jennifer Keeling 

Jill Bauer 

Jody Low 
Kathy Bauer 

Kathy Danielson 

Ken Scott 

Kyle Pearson 

Kyle Rutherford 
Linda Birnie 

Lorna Lee 

Lorne Drabinsky 

Maidie Couvilon 
Marilyn Olynek 

Marlayne Gunning 

Mary Ann Tenove 
Maxine Perkins 

Mike Johnson 

Nella Benacchio 

Perry Mack 

Peter Minnema 
Rhonda O'Neil 

Rosalind Reid 

Rosemarie Wrobel 

Roxanne Wheaton 
Sarah Drabinsky 

Seamus Mitchell 

Sherry West 

Sherry Wong 
Simonne Crowley 

Sue Draychuk 

Susan Fung 

Susan Tyrell 
Tara Charron 

Tara Richard 

Taylor Thompson 

Teresa Tadman 

Tim Finnigan 
Tracy Smith 

Trina Huff 

Zena Drabinsky 

 
 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED IN ANY WAY WITH THIS PRODUCTION BUT 

WHOSE NAMES DO NOT APPEAR. 
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Calgary’s Premier Community Musical Theatre Company 

Executive Committee 2012-2013 

President ............................................. Darren Stewart 

Vice President ........................................... Janos Zeller 

Treasurer .................................................. John Zeller 

Secretary ............................................. Veronica Mack 

Artistic Director .......................................... Joey Sayer 

................................................................ Carl Bishop 

Marketing Director ........................... Jenn Brown Clarke 

Volunteer Director .................................... Jeri Guenter 

Inventory Director ....................... Jamie Eastgaard-Ross 

Events/Fundraising Director (Interim) .... Megan Thatcher 

Members at Large ................................. Colleen Bishop 

....................................................... Allana Chatterton 

 

Our Mission 

Front Row Centre Players Society is a not-for-profit, charitable 

organization, dedicated to providing opportunities for everyone to 

learn all aspects of musical theatre and to provide the community with 

top quality entertainment. 

 

Our Vision 

An organization that is a driving force, enhancing the cultural 

environment of the community through the active promotion of 

musical theatre. 
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23+ Years of FRC
1988-1989 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
 

1989-1990 

Tunes and Tickles 

Damn Yankees 
 

1990-1991 

Tunes and Tickles Too 

How to Succeed in Business 

Without Really Trying 
 

1991-1992 

Tunes and Tickles Three 

Weather Report 
The Fantasticks 

 

1992-1993 

Broadway on the Move 
You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown 

Chicago 

 

1993-1994 

Tunes and Tickles IV 
Oliver! 

 

1994-1995 

Tunes and Tickles V: A Look Back 
Annie Get Your Gun 

 

1995-1996 

The Butler Did it Singing 
Annie 

 

1996-1997 

Godspell 
Guys and Dolls 

 

 

 

1997-1998 

The Sound of Music 
Fiddler on the Roof 

 

1998-1999 

Sugar 
Music Man 

 

1999-2000 

Bye Bye Birdie 

Bells are Ringing 
 

2000-2001 

The Rocky Horror Show 

The Rocky Horror Show 
A Funny Thing Happened on the 

Way to the Forum 

 

2001-2002 
Cabaret 

Gypsy 

South Pacific 

 

2002-2003 
Eating Raoul 

How to Succeed in Business 

Without Really Trying 

My Fair Lady 
 

2003-2004 

Company 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
Kiss Me Kate 

 

2004-2005 

A New Brain 
Man of La Mancha 

Pippin 

 

 

2005-2006 

Leader of the Pack 
Evita 

Hair 

 

2006-2007 
Oklahoma 

Chicago 

Little Shop of Horrors 

 

2007-2008 
Nine 

Camelot 

Wizard of Oz 

 
2008-2009 

Godspell 

Fiddler on the Roof 

Grease 
 

2009-2010 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon 

Barber of Fleet Street 

Hello Dolly! 
Forbidden Broadway‟s Greatest Hits 

Nunsense the Mega Musical 

 

2010-2011 
Chess 

The Producers 

Putting it Together 

Brigadoon 
 

2011-2012 

The Rocky Horror Show 

Assassins 

Front Row Centre at the Movies 

 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR PAST SHOWS PLEASE VISIT WWW.FRONTROWCENTRE.CA 
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